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How can a city’s systems and infrastructure 
influence architecture?
Problem Statement
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City Hall
Fargo, ND
A sense of place can be achieved by 
deriving architecture from the systems and 
infrastructure of a given city. 
Sense of place is important to a city because it gives the place 
character and uniqueness. Architecture based on the city’s 
organization strengthens the sense of place and becomes a land 
mark and representation of the city. If a city is functional, then 
architecture based on the city’s systems and infrastructure will 
also be functional. A city hall is a perfect building to refl ect 
the city because it is the core of the city.
The Call for a New City Hall
Flood Wall
Site
Site
Pre-Design
The emphasis of this thesis project is to show how important sense of place is through architecture. 
This will be accomplished by studying the current conditions of area, interpreting the characteristics 
that make the place unique, and using those features to inspire architecture. The goal of this thesis 
project is to strengthen the sense of place by designing with it. This project will take unique 
characteristics and intensify them through a work of architecture. 
Emphasis
Sense of Place
Infrastructure “The underlying foundation or basic framework of a system or organization” as well as “the system 
of public works of a country, city, or region.”
Sense of place is how we interpret and understand our relationship to the given environment. 
Process/Inspiration
Process/Inspiration
Process
Process
Process
Process
Process
Process Summary
Final Design
Site
Site
DOWNTOWN FARGO, ND N
Site
FRONT PERSPECTIVE
D
N
D
N
U
P
U
P
DN
DN
UP
DN
1.ATRIUM
2.AUDITOR’S OFFICE
3.CAFE/BAR
4.COMMISSION MEETING ROOM
5.ENGINEERS
6.FINANCE
7.INSPECTIONS
8.LOUNGE
9.MAYOR/CITY COMMISSIONERS
10.MECHANICAL SPACE
11.MUNICIPAL COURT
12.PATIO
13.PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
14.PUBLIC WORKS
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